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Preamble from the Digital Domain

The semantic version format 

In essence a semantic version looks like 
this:
Major.Minor.Patch

So v1.3.8 has a major component with a 
value of 1, a minor component with a value 
of 3 and a patch component with a value of 
1.

Software
Version Numbers 

In general, the first number of the version number 
represents a major revision; the second number 
would be used for a revision containing several 
changes/new information; the third number would 
be used to indicate minor changes, such as fixing 
a typo or formatting issues. For example, if the 
first version of the book was 1.0, a subsequent 
minor revision could be 1.0.1; a more substantial 
revision could be 1.1; a total rewrite could be 2.0.

eBooks

Semantic Versioning - http://semver.org Apple - iBooks Asset Guide
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Public Facing Versions
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In Print: 
some terms used 

• Edition 

• Revise 

• Impression 

• Reprint 

• Errata
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In Print

• A variety of conventions have been used 

• No agreed method, but some style guides exist such as: 

• Chicago Manual of Style 

• Harts Rules (OUP)
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In Print: 

Some imprint pages 
(title-page verso) 
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In Print: 
Some imprint pages (title page verso) 

OUP’s Very Short Introductions
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In Print: 
Some imprint pages (title page verso) 
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In Print: 
Some imprint pages 

(title-page verso) 
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Workflow Versioning
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Publishing Workflow 
The Author

T.S Eliot - The Waste Land 
with edits and notes by 

himself, his wife Vivien Eliot 
and Ezra Pound
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Publishing Workflow 
The EditorProof correction marks

(based on BS 5261 part 2)

Instruction Textual mark Margin mark Comment

No corrections on this 
page

[ None ] Mark indicates that the page 
has been looked at.

Leave unchanged 
(‘stet’)

InterColor consortium Often added to cancel an 
instruction wrongly requested.

Remove unwanted 
marks

under no  circumstances May be applied to blemishes 
in reprographics

Refer to appropriate 
authority

InterColor consortium
For use when the proofreader 
is unsure, or where a style 
guide can be referred to

Insert new matter The red hen

Insert additional 
matter

required. However, as
Additional matter is supplied 
on a separate sheet marked 
with reference letter.

Delete See the table on page 5. (In practice, these are usually 
the same in modern type-
setting: ‘close up’ can be 
inferred from context.)Delete & close up

Substitute character The little red hun

Substitute string of 
characters e.g. word

The little red hen Vertical marks at end of line 
help to indicate boundaries.

Wrong type font used; 
replace with correct 
font

Too many cooks
(May also need to refer to 
style guide or give type 
specifications.)

Insert a full point This sentence must end (The encircling ring helps to 
identify the character, which 
might otherwise be mistaken 
for a spot on the proof.)Insert a colon This clause has a point

Insert a semi-colon This is wrong, I should
(In this example, a semi-colon 
is being substituted rather 
than inserted.)

Insert a comma Fish chips and peas

Insert single quotes The liberated territory
The additional mark under the 
punctuation helps to indicate 
the superscript positioning

Insert double quotes The liberated territory

Insert apostrophe The childs pajamas

Substitute character in 
superscript or 
subscript position

23,500 m3 of lumber

An escape of CO2 gas

little

A

the

See the table on page 5.the

red

un

g, 

e

black

.

:

;

,,
,,

or (As a comma is so small, to
circle it might be wise.)

,,,,

,

3

2

m3 

O2 

This card was prepared by Conrad Taylor of Popular Communication Courses  —  see http://www.popcomm.co.uk
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Tracking 
Changes 

Microsoft 
Word
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Annotation 
with PDF
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Annotate 
an eBook

Sidetrack

Potentially we could 
annotate an eBook as part 
of an editorial workflow, 
but there limited ways to 
share these annotations.

I use this to note changes to my own 
eBook.
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Edit in the Cloud

Google Docs
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Revisions 
in the 
Cloud

Bespoke system for 
editing content.

I have built systems for 
collaborative editing such as this 
one for multi-author editing of 

recipe book
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Publishing Incrementally
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Early Editions

• When the delivered artefact is screen based (eBook, 
web) 

• Can be public before completion 

• Web paradigm means continual change and modification 

• metadata for web page might include: 

 ‘This page last edited on 21.03.2016’
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O’Reilly Early 
release scheme

eBook 
Publishing
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eBook 
Publishing

Authors can 
make unfinished 
eBooks available 
when using the 
LeanPub 

self-publishing 
system

In progress publishing 

28



Authoring Incrementally

• Publishing systems need to offer versioning 

• Metadata can include a status 

• being edited, under review, release candidate, needs 
updating etc. 

• Editors can have different levels of control from 
authors
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Authoring 
Incrementally

Using YAML to 
add front matter 

metadata to a 
chapter 

 
This information can be 
displayed to an author / 

editor
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eBook PublishingApple iBooks needs 
specific version 

details:

Purchaser gets this in 
iBooks when update 

available
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Software 
manuals soon 
out of date!

Print Book 
Publishing 
Challenges
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Editing Incrementally
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Versioning for Code / 
Versioning for Publishing

• Can / Will versioning become standardised? 

• Semantic Versioning
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Version Control

Article by Boris van Hoytema - beta.newatoms.com
Using GitHub for Collaborative Journalism
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Version Control 
Used in Software  

Development

GitHub, GitLab, 
BitBucket

Differences displayed in 
GitHub web site
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Version 
Control Used 
in text editing 

GitHub, GitLab, 
BitBucket

Differences displayed in 
mobile app: working copy
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Collaborative Editing
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GitHub, GitLab, 
BitBucket

Graphical representation 
of workflow with GitX

Version 
Control Used 
in text editing 
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Penflip

30 Students contributing 
to the editing of this text
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Penflip > 
InDesign

from Markdown source to 
InDesign via ICML
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Some 

Further Options under 

consideration

m
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prose.io
edit online

edit GitHub repository 
with free cloud service.  

 
Content downloaded from 
GitHub at the end of the 

workflow.
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GitBook

edit GitHub repository 
with free cloud service, or 

free desktop software 
 

Content downloaded from 
GitHub at the end of the 

workflow.
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Publishing Systems
OmniBook is 

an Open 
Source system

Here we see Chapter 
History

OmniBook is based on 
the BookType system
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Publishing 
Systems

editoria is currently a 
development project
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Version Control Systems 
(Not a comprehensive list)

• Git, GitHub, GitLab 

• Bitbucket 

• Perforce 

• Plastic 

• Subversion 

• Mercurial
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Concluding

• Should publishers use clever version control 
software? 

• Should publishers adopt semantic versioning 

• Can media and publishing students benefit 
from using clever version control  as 
individuals or in teams.
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Thank You
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publisha.github.io
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publisha.github.io/papers/iterativepublishing/

http://publisha.github.io
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