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Introduction



Overview 
3 kinds of eBooks
• reFlowable 

• user can change many visual attributes 

• Fixed layout 

• Just like the printed page but within a reader app 

• Book APP 

• bespoke (but standard) interface and content



reFlowable books

• Are great for users 

• Typeface and size can be changed 

• Content area is fluid 

• Typography and design is elusive



Typography in 
reFlowable eBooks

• Can be initialised by designer 

• Needs a dynamic space approach (webish?) 

• Is challenging 

• Requires fine control with CSS 

• WYSIWIG tools don’t do it well



Attention to detail

Typographers quotes

Language differences



Font Embedding



Typeface Control

• Designers may want particular font sets but 

• Device differences are challenging 

• Compromise! 

• Avoid text as image



Device differences

• Tablet and eReaders have fonts 

• Make use of these fonts to avoid: 

• File bloat 

• rights issues



Font Embedding

• Consider the rights issues 

• Do you have permission? 

• Font obfuscation 

• Open source? 

• Include the licence in colophon



Font-file Formats

• WOFF (Web Open Font Format) - ePUB3 spec endorsed 

• Opentype - also ePUB3 spec endorsed 

• Truetype - widely supported but no longer in 
the specification for ePUB3 

• Truetype fonts can be converted to Opentype



User control

• iPad / iBooks app has selectable fonts 

• This will change paragraph (<p>) type 

• Heading styles remain as designed if: 

• marked-up as HTML headings (h1,h2 etc)



Font-size

• User can change globally 

• increase / decrease 

• remembered on device for all books 

• Leave as default (no size defined) or 

• Target when menu is at lowest setting

Devices



Kindle

• User can change 

• font size 

• Leading 

• Font 

• Not justification



Kobo

• User can change: 

• font size 

• Leading 

• Font face 

• Margins 

• Justification



Spacing



The Page

• Device reader software has margins set 

• Or can be adjusted 

• Content area is limited 

• Margins can be set inside the device margins



Page space

On the iPad, only this 
space is available for 

content

Some devices have user settings for page 
margins



Paragraph Spacing

• Apply margins to paragraphs 

• Do not add empty breaks for space 

• Choose margin or first line indent 

• Pixel values respected on font size changes 

• Be generous with paragraph spacing (personal preference)



Paragraph Indicators

• First line indent 

• Don’t be too subtle 

• No indent on first paragraph after heading 

• Others methods include 

• Drop caps or elevated caps 

• Don’t over use!



Word Spacing

• Can be implemented in CSS but 

• Only use in headings 

• Justified text can produce uneven word spacing 

• Use hyphenation



Text alignment

• Left aligned will produce comfortable word 
spacing 

• center only for headings! 

• Justified can work but not at large font size



Justified text

• iPad User can control for body text (<p>) 

• Designer can turn off 

• text-align:left will be respected 

• If using text-align:justify then 

• be sure to switch on hyphenation



Letter spacing

• Known as tracking in InDesign 

• letter-spacing in CSS 

• Probably only useful in headings 

• Kerning pairs in some fonts 

• Device dependant



Kerning and 
Ligatures

Kerning closes up 
some characters

Ligatures available 
in some typefaces

Finial



Poetry / Verse

• Special case because line endings should be 
respected 

• Will break when font enlarged so: 

• Make each line a paragraph with: 

• negative text-indent 

• different paragraph styles to set complex indents



Each line is a paragraph 
styled with negative first 

line indent 
text-indent:-30px; 
padding-left:60px;



Embellishments



Colour
• Use in headings 

• reverse out of solid colour 

• highlight paragraphs with background 

• colour in borders 

• contrast for readability 

• test on black and white devices



Borders

• Better than underline 

• Rules from InDesign do not export as borders 

• Horizontal rules can sub-divide content 

• Can be implemented within HTML (<hr>) 

• Or use bottom-border in CSS 



Typographic 
Swashes

Some fonts have alternates 
swashes 

Invoke with CSS 

Device dependant 



Headings



Chapter Headings

• Start on new page 

• Consider devoting whole page 

• Decorate page with image 

• Background images through CSS



Whole page 
Chapter heading



Landscape 
or 

Portrait



Orientation

• On the iPad the page is portrait but 

• Landscape view invokes side by side 

• Some devices just give wide page in landscape view 

• use metadata in ePUB3 to lock orientation



Landscape
• Double page spread 

• Left or right is unknown (currently) 

• Future support for forcing start on left or right 

• Line text up across the spine 

• Orientation can be locked



Columns



Can we use Columns?

• InDesign to ePub will not export column 
structure 

• Columns can be set in CSS 

• But using columns over more than one page is 
a broken idea!



Columns 
Limitations

Columns can be used for short 
texts if doesn’t cross page 
breaks not all devices will 

support columns



Controlling 
the 

Page



The Page Break

• Dividing the ePub into 
discreet HTML files 

• Use InDesign 
Split Document (EPUB only) 
switch for headings



Page Start

• Use CSS on subheadings 

page-break-before:always 

or 

• CSS on paragraph before: 

page-break-after:always



Page break within elements

• To avoid page breaks within blocks use 

page-break-inside:avoid 

• but this is NOT rigidly applied 

• So accept that some elements will cross over 
page breaks





Left or right

• Currently NO support for: 

page-break-after:right 

• Currently limited support for: 

properties='page-spread-right' in OPF



Widows and Orphans

• end of paragraph widows can be controlled by 
adding non-breaking space between last 2 or 3 
words or by using javascript 

• end of page widows / start of page orphans cannot 
be controlled although: 

• there are CSS rules available but not supported yet



Repeatable 
Generated 

Content



Adding text 
through CSS

decorative items can 
be added to headings 

or section endings





Tables



Tables in Content

• Small tables for data 

• Will enlarge on double 
tap for Apple iOS - 
iBooks



Tables outside Flow

• Large tables can be in separate document 

• Hyperlinked from within text 

• iOS allows for non-linear 

• Only iBooks on iPad support non-linear as 
popup window 



Asides, Footnotes and 
Hyperlinks



Supplementary content

• sidebar content can float left or right 

• Be aware though that spine maybe either side 

• Margins are not available so space is limited 

• use <aside> tag in HTML 

• may not be fully supported





Pop-ups

• ePUB3 supports notes 
and glossaries but 

• only supported on 
iOS/iBooks currently



Non-linear resources

• separate HTML documents can be included 

• but as non-linear: 

<itemref idref 'darwin' linear='no'/> 

• In iBooks this opens new window



Footnotes and references

• Can be at the end of the chapter/section or 

• in a separate page 

• main issue is going back but: 

• eReader software may have ‘go back’ method



Special Effects



Shadows

• InDesign shadows/blends and 
glows won’t translate so 

• use CSS text-shadow 

• blocks can have shadows 
through CSS



Backgrounds

• whole page (body) cannot have a 
background but a child block 
(<div>,<section>,<header>) can 

• use colour or tint in background 
to paragraph or heading 

• objects can have opacity with CSS



Drop Caps

drop caps or elevated caps for 
first letter can be translated from 

InDesign but may need some 
adjustment in CSS



Styling the first 
line in paragraph

don’t use character style in 
InDesign  because this is not  

dynamic enough  

Use CSS  p:first-line



Outlines

• Strokes on letterforms will not translate from 

InDesign 

• use CSS: 

text-stroke-color 
text-stroke-width



Some 

Further Notes

m



Fixed-Layout

• The Typography and styling in a fixed-layout 

eBook is not changeable by the user so:  

• Designers have more control but: 

• Each page becomes a single XHTML document



InDesign

• Many designers are using this page-layout tool  

• Each release sees improvements in ePUB export 

• Designers need to change some habits



InDesign

• for re-flowable eBooks all text should be 

threaded or  

• Use articles to order content or 

• Use XML structure to order content

Content Flow



InDesign

• Group with caption 

• Must be anchored in appropriate text location  

• When exporting use relative to page

Images



InDesign

• Use heading styles to ‘split ePUB’ 

• All styles (paragraph and 

character) must be given 

HTML tag and class name 

• tag headings with h1,h2,h3 etc

Styles



InDesign

• Only use styles / no style over-rides 

• Show hidden characters 

• Remove blank lines 

• Auto-build TOC from heading styles 

• Master page items are ignored 

• Use ‘book’ panel BUT you cannot further split ePUB 

User Tips

¶



InDesign

• Many typographic details are ignored: 

• Kerning and Ligatures 

• Tracking and Scaling 

• Baseline shift 

• Balance ragged lines 

• Hyphenation control 

• Rotation

export to ePUB

Although



InDesign

text-rendering: optimizeLegibility; 

word-spacing 

letter-spacing 

text-transform 

transform:rotate(90deg); 

Post - Edit CSS



Search / Replace 

is your best friend

h



([A-Z])([A-Z]+)(\S)

\1\L\2\3

GREP is your better friend 

Find words in uppercase

replace to title case

GREP is pattern 
matching and is in 

InDesign too!



Thank You
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