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eEdit for Multiple 
Platforms

think document structure and flow
edit text in 
the cloud

Output to:

ICML

InDesign

ePub3/enhanced iBooks Author

PDF ePub

MOBI/Kindle

Markdown

Word HTML

XML

collaborative editing

build templates  
for common 
layouts

convert to

convert with Pandoc
Page Layout



Structure rather than Style

• Since our objective is to provide documents 
that will eventually, serve multiple formats we 
want our text to be logically structured. 

• The important thing is the structure and 
because of this, we can utilise an editing 
system that is very simple; `Markdown` .
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What is Markdown?
• This is a very lightweight markup language that provides 

ease of use for authors to annotate their text with 
appropriate structural details such as headings, 
blockquotes, emphasis and even code blocks. 

• Some authors are using such tools as Ulysses or 
Scrivener to write their texts.  

• At the heart of these tools is a standard way to structure 
(we come to styling later) the text.
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Ulysses
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Editorial
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Sample Markdown
## Sights and Places of Interest

### University Church of St Mary the Virgin

The largest of Oxford’s parish churches. **St, 
Mary’s tower** has 124 steps available for the 
public to climb and is a prominent feature of the 
Oxford skyline. The 13th century landmark is 
situated just off the High Street, where the 
intricate baroque porch designed by *Nicholas 
Stone* meets the street. This beautiful towering 
architecture cannot be missed.
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Sample Markdown

Sights and Places of Interest 

University Church of St Mary the Virgin


The largest of Oxford’s parish churches. St, Mary’s tower has 124 steps 
available for the public to climb and is a prominent feature of the Oxford 
skyline. The 13th century landmark is situated just off the High Street, 
where the intricate baroque porch designed by Nicholas Stone meets the 
street. This beautiful towering architecture cannot be missed.
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May look like this:



Let’s Look at our first online 
editor with Markdown
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Penflip

30 Students contributing 
to the editing of this text

Link to Penflip
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https://www.penflip.com/pageboy/the-student-guide-to-oxford


Penflip > 
InDesign

from Markdown source to 
InDesign via ICML
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prose.io
edit online

edit GitHub repository 
with free cloud service.  

 
Content downloaded from 
GitHub at the end of the 

workflow.
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GitBook

edit GitHub repository 
with free cloud service, or 

free desktop software 
 

Content downloaded from 
GitHub at the end of the 

workflow.
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Other web based systems 
with wysiwyg editing
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Editoria

• Open source software for server installation 

• is a collaborative project with the University of 
California Press  

• Focus on monographs 

• still under development
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Editoria
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BookType

• Open source software for server installation 

• Can be a paid for service at booktype.pro  

• Multiple users with different levels of editorial control 

• output in multiple formats 

• free version (but books are public) is available here: 
omnibook.pro
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BookType
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my own system is here 
booktype.publisha.org

http://booktype.publisha.org


Concluding
• Using web based systems has advantages 

• roll back to earlier versions 
• tracking changes 
• collaboration  

• direct export to multiple platforms 

• no software required on local machine 

• communication channels with authors/clients/

publishers/typesetters
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Thank You
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http://publisha.github.io
https://publisha.github.io/papers/eEditing4multi-channelpublishing/

