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Code alert and reassurance



XML is .....

• eXtensible Markup Language

• It is a markup language

• Here is some text marked-up with XML:
‣ <character> 
 <firstName>Mickey</firstName> 
 <surname>Mouse</surname> 
</character>
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no style please

• XML does not contain information about style

• rather - it labels the data it contains with 
meaningful name

• element names are case Sensitive

• FirstName is different from firstname
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Using XML in Publishing means

• Structuring documents and components with meaningful tags

• Structure and semantic tagging are separated from style

• To be sure that the data is well formed we must use a DTD or a Schema to 
provide rules for the data and attributes 

• A DTD is a Document Type Definition

• A DTD is a kind of SCHEMA for XML documents

• A DTD can be external and shared. It can even be public

• Namespaces are used to identify sources of content
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What can we do with XML?

• To display XML data we need to transform it into some 
mark-up that devices like web browsers understand

• To transform XML we parse the XML through an XSLT 
document which matches the data and turns it into 
something else

• XSL means Extensible Style Language and XSLT is how the 
transforming part of the format is labelled 
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What else can we do 
with XML?

• XML can store data

• XML is effectively a database format and so data 
can be extracted and manipulated

• We can use computer tools to edit XML

• We can present information from XML

10



Publishing with XML
• With a logical taxonomy for our content we can provide defined 

elements for the content

• A taxonomy for a book list may be: 

‣ books
‣ book
‣ title
‣ author
‣ ISBN 

• Style (or how we want it to look) is completely separate, so we 
should use meaningful words rather than words that represent 
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XML is everywhere

• DocBook is a SCHEMA that is in use by a lot of publishers. It is includes a 
public DTD that defines a taxonomy.

• RSS (Real Simple Syndication) is a web feed technology that is specified in 
XML format.

• XML is also used to keep user data and configuration information. eg, plist

• DTDs can be Open Source and enhanced through time

• XHTML versions (held by w3.org) are public DTDs

• ONIX is XML to store metadata about books



Editing XML

• XML is human readable text and can be edited with 
any raw text editor

• However this isn’t something you want to do

• XML is usually generated through some kind of web 
interface so that the mark-up / code is hidden to the 
editor

• There are XML editors such as Oxygen



InDesign - Style and Structure?
• with InDesign you can build a taxonomy for the publication 

by using the tag window and the structure pane

• tags can be mapped to style names to build the structure

• content will be tagged and can be customised 

• InDesign can import XML and use a DTD to check 
conformity

• InDesign can export XML >>>
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InDesign can Import valid XML

• But it only makes logical sense if the tagged 
content can be attached to their equivalent 
style labels

• The InDesign template must be ready to 
accept the tagged XML
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DTD - Document Type 
Definition

• rules that control the structure of a document

• a structure can be set out using an outline

• XML will be formed using these element labels
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Let’s have a 
look at some 

play text
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Shakespeare Play Book

Dramatis Personae
CharacterName

CharacterRole

Play

Play Location

Act Scene

Location

image

Stage Direction

Speech
Character

VerseLine

Prose

Title

Date

Introduction

Section

prelims
half title

frontispiece

title page

table of contents

XML
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One or more

either or

optional

Only one allowed

DTD


