
Computer as Tool 

Processing text inside InDesign and 

applying styles

z



Search / Replace 

is your best friend

h



([A-Z])([A-Z]+)(\S)

\1\L\2\3

GREP is your better friend 

Find words in uppercase

replace to title case

GREP is pattern 
matching and is in 

InDesign too!

This is using 
BBedit

globally search a regular expression and print



We can use GREP inside InDesign 



Here is an example: 

We want to place the 
character names on 
their own line

Look for patterns

Work out a strategy



Use the Find what field: 

^  (\u)(\u+)\. 

Search for:
beginning of the paragraph
2 spaces
an uppercase letter
more than one more uppercase 
letters
a space
a full stop



Use the Change to field: 

$1$2\r 

Change to:
the first letter found
the following letters found
a paragraph break



InDesign provides selectable items : 

You can either use the 
find field (if you 
understand GREP) or 
you can simply select 
items / wildcards etc 
from the pop out menus.



You can save and retrieve your GREP routines 



How do we use Change to ?

It may be a simple case 
of replacing with 
something else but often 
we want to subdivide 
what we have found or 
replace with a segment.

Here we are replacing 
with the found text in 
the brackets.



We can also change a style 

We are removing space 
and period - then we 
add a paragraph break.

We are then applying a 
paragraph style to this 
found text.



Words of Warning 

Try out your search first 
to see if the text is 
found. 
Hit Find

Then try just one 
Change. 
Hit Change

Use Undo to go back if 
not correct. Don’t hit 
Change All until you are 
certain



Issues and Solutions 
InDesign is not good at providing some changes to 

text.
Sometimes we need to 
resort to processing 
the text outside of 
InDesign

BBedit is good for this

Otherwise we can use 
a Script inside InDesign

Changing case is one 
example 
(change to uppercase or 
lowercase or titlecase)



Thank You
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