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Typography

» giving human language visual form
e designing type for legibility
» make visually appealing with style

e reinforce meaning
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Typesetting

e composing text in a two dimensional space
o finding correct fitness for purpose
e using tools to build style and layout

e attention to detail
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Book Design

o finding appropriate and elegant means to display
content in a book format

o considering legacy methods used for centuries
» use established conventions
» considering commercial constraints in publishing

o the application of established standards
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Book Structure

e front, spine, back (flaps)

« book block basics

e half title

o title

e copyright / publisher information
o title

e table of contents

e content

e index

e Could also include

e Foreword

e |ntroduction
e Colophon

e Dedication
e References
e Bibliography

e Appendix
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Book Size Decisions

e Standards

o related to paper sizes

o type of content
e suitability for market
o publisher guidelines

o print-on-demand supplier templates
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Page Size

This Is a standard paperback size
kKnown as ‘B Format

198mm

B 129mm g Chris Jennings 2023



The Text Block on the Page
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The Text Block on the Page

This represents a traditional approach to margin and text block proportions

Jan Tschichold

with
acknowledgment

to Jan Tschichold
1902 - 1974
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The Text Block
on the Page

Designing books
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Designing Books,
Jost Hochuli and
Robin Kinross,
Hyphen Books
1996
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The Text Block on the Page

The Grid




The Text Block on the Page

The Grid




Example Interlude
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Shakespeare First Folio circa 1620

Digital facsimile of the Bodleian
First Folio of Shakespeare's plays, Arch. G c.7

http://firstfolio.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/downloads.html#images

Tbe. Eitherto dyethe death, or to abiure
For ener the{ociety of men

Therefore faire Hermia qucﬁzorl your defires,
Know of your yout h
Whether ( i’fymi veeld

xamine well your blood,

1ot to-your fathers choice)

il =

You can eridure the liverie of a Nus ne,
For ayeto be inifhdady Cloifter : mew’e
Toliue a barren fite ral*]rou life,
Chanting faint hymnes to the cold froicl

Thrice bleffed thev thar mafter {6 their bl
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ad ctur primus.

Hippolita, with athers.

Thefens,

faire Hippolita, ourm-p.ml houre

rawes on apace: foure happy daies bring in
E Another Moon:but oh,me think ,“,H{,w ﬂ'w

This old Moen wanes 3 She linge
JketoaStep-dame,ora Dcws'agc:r,,

E‘uxt‘ 1 w’*' wed thee in ;mothcr W ]

With p with triumph, and with reuclling

rrenowned Duke.

:what's the néws with thee ?

on, come I,with complairit
ainft my cmldc, my daughter Hermia
Standfortn Dometring.
vy Noble Lord,
"bisman hathmy.confent to marrichers
Stand forth Lyfander,
A “ﬂ" gracious Duke,

Ehisman hathbewitch’ d the bofome of my childes

Fhou;shon Lyfander, thou haft given her rimes,
erchang’d loue-tokens thh my childe:

by Mounc-noht at her window
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With cunning haft chou filch’d my daug hters heart,
Turn'd her obedience (whichis dueto mﬂ\

To flubborne harthneffe, And my gracious Duke,
Be it fo {he will not heere before your Grace,
Confent to marrie with De;wm.m;,

I beg the ancient priviledge of Athens;

As faeis mine, I may difpofc of her

Which fhall be either to this&entleman,

Or to her death, according toour Law,
Immediately pxom& d inthat cafe,

What {ay you Hermia? be aduis’d faire Maide,

To youyour Father fhould beas aGod ;

One that compos’d your beauties; yea and one
To whom you are but as a forme in waxe
By him 1mp1mtcd and within bis power,
Toleauethefi gure, or igureit:
Dermctriss isa wor t.hy Gentleman.

Her. Sois Lyfand:

The, Inhimielfe heis.
But in this kinde, wanting you
The other muft be held the

Her. 1 would my father loc

The.Rather your cies muft «

I know not by what ;‘jDWEi’I a
Nor how it n;ay‘mnccm: my
In fuch a prefence heere to pl
But Ibc!cc(hyour(zmc' thiat I may kn
The worlft that may befall me inthis cafe,
IfIrefuf@ to wéd Demetriss,

Tbe. Either to dye the death, or to abiure
For euer the fociety of men:
Therefore faire Hermia queition your defires,
Know of your youth, examine well your bleod,
Wbcrnen if youi yeeld not to.your fathers choice)
You can eridure the Jiverie o nne,
For ayeto beinifhady,Clt »xfiu mew’d,
Toliue a barren fitterall y your life,
Chanting mnth/mm:s to the cold fruit]
Thrice bleffed they ;h.).tmaﬁc: {o their bloody
To vndergo fuchn
& ut Manh!mhnp
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[Mainz: Johannes Gutenberg, Johannes Fust, and Peter Schoetter, c. 1454-55].
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MEDITATION

The Meditations of Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, published in 1792
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With groping arms he heaved that boulder from his door,

Then sat him down in the entry, with hands spread wide before,
Hoping to catch any straggler that stole out with his sheep.

So simple he seemed to think me. But now I pondered deep

" \.\\»\&“‘&&

What were the wisest counsel, for my men and me to find
Escape from death ; long I sat there, weaving in my mind

All my wiles and cunning, as one with life at stake.
For grim the risk. At last, this plan seemed best to take : /
There were rams in his flocks, well-nurtured, with thick fleece on B \ |

\

o S /
their back, , =\,

S
Stalwart beasts and splendid, with wool of deepest black ;

Now noiselessly together I lashed them, three by three,
Using the supple withies where slept in his savagery

.
\»:\\:\ K

¥ .
=SS

That monster ; so each man beneath three sheep would ride

And while the midmost bore him, another on each side

Defended him from peril.. But I myself took hold

Of one young ram, the finest—face upwards there I rolled

And deep within his noble fleece both hands I pressed

And clung, with all my endurance, beneath his shaggy breast.
Thus then we waited, groaning, the rise of glorious Dawn.

““ But when appeared the early light of rosy-fingered Morn,

Eager to reach their pasture, out rushed his rams again,

While the unmilked ewes stood bleating about their pens in pain,
With udders swelled to bursting. Their master, though still deep
His anguish, as before him there paused each passing sheep,

Felt their backs with his fingers ; yet his folly never found
Underneath their bellies my comrades lying bound.

So last there came to the entrance my own ram, moving slow
With the weight of his wool and me, that slyly lay below ;

And I heard great Polyphemus, when he had felt it, say—

‘ Dear ram, why art thou coming out of the cave to-day

Hindmost of all > Aforetime, "twas not like thee to pass

After the sheep—nay, foremost, to crop the flowery grass

With great, long strides thou ledst them, and first to-the riverside,
First wast thou to remember the fold at eventide ;

Yet now thou comest rearmost ! Is sorrow in thy mind

64

London: Folio Society, Homer’s (c. 800 BC) the Odyssey, 1948
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So simple he seemed to think me. But now I pondered deep

What were the wisest counsel, for my men and me to find

Escape from death : long I sat there, weaving in my mind

All my wiles and cunning, as one with life at stake.

For grim the risk. At last, this plan seemed best to take :

There were rams 1n his flocks, well-nurtured, with thick fleece on
their back,

Stalwart beasts and splendid, with wool of deepest black ;

Now noiselessly together I lashed them, three by three,

Using the supple withies where slept in his savagery

That monster ; so each man beneath three sheep would ride

And while the midmost bore him, another on each side

Defended him from peril.' But I myself took hold

Of one young ram, the finest—face upwards there I rolled

And deep within his noble fleece both hands I pressed

And clung, with all my endurance, beneath his shaggy breast.

Thus then we waited, groaning, the rise of glorious Dawn.

““ But when appeared the early licht of rosy-fingered Morn

London: Folio Society, Homer’s (c. 800 BC) the Odyssey, 1948
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PICTURES BY GARTH WILLIAMS

HARPER & BROTHERS NEW YORK & LONDON

Stuart Little, E.B. White Harper and Brothers. 1945
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Books you should read

Mitchell, M., Wightman, S.,(2005) Book typography: a designer's manual. Marlborough, Wiltshire : Libanus Press.
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Books you should read

The Elements
qf Typographic Style

Fourth edition (version 4.0)
Robert Bringhurst
The elements of typographic style
Bringhurst, Robert, author
Fourth edition (version 4.0), Twentieth anniversary

edition.
Seattle: Hartley & Marks, Publishers, [2012]

TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY EDBDITI1ON
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Book you could buy

Typographic Style Handbook
by Michael Mitchell (Author), Susan Wightman (Author)
[2017]

91A1s J1ydeabodA}

joogpuey

Chris Jennings 2023


https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Michael+Mitchell&search-alias=books-uk&field-author=Michael+Mitchell&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&text=Susan+Wightman&search-alias=books-uk&field-author=Susan+Wightman&sort=relevancerank

Blocks &
Paragraphs

Heading Centred

Intro Paragraph

Sub Heading Left aligned

Body text First paragraph

Body text paragraph:
First line indent

Body text justified

Note: This is a recto page
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Sapisqui is autem audit in cum quis dusciam,
quis mi, corrum nissin praruribus doluprari 1N

plicatusciae preicat asimus, quatibus.

Sub Heading

-

Lorum que laboratur? Pient omnimo ommoles esequis €os
non pro conet, officii ssumquatia quam, unt molorestiist aut
endit rem doluptium acepudae laborpo ssecus autaquam, qui
voluprtates et liquam, se labo. Fereict atasperio es velitas es
vendit architatem Verupic tenetur eperuptat.

Ovid quossus citinctam re prector iorerestia d(,‘»lupm[usa
qui blabor magnis eaque sin consequis autem fugitium Si-
musam seriatur? Quis et, occum alit vente et voluptius asi-
numquam, ute pos aut optur?

Faccullupis non cupta voluptati consequia quam que
commodit eum inctus a core mi, quis consecto quat harum
etusaest eum cxpcliquiant eum t‘ugd. [idipsumquc verumaqu-
0S minis exceati untiorrunt et aut qund qui re volorae pere
cxpcdi sinusap c]cscquaﬁ earitatiam quias aut facea pos nonet
rent et laboreped ma cullabo runtorem vel ime nonsequunt
ut omnienimil exera di offic te offic te lam qui temquias ali-
quo et voluptation pa doluptionest rem nimi, iunt facea si-
mus pmtibux te et arum ea velecte nis sin cus ide nonecte
mporumgq uuntiumqui con.

Pla que ad mincto volore voluprta sitatiu mquides simaior
sum sit alita num que et volo volupta doluptati dion everi-
taque verorum faccatu sandam, optat aut officietur a sequas




Grids & Guides

Set up a grid to
align objects and Otasitaspera vc‘fndisq uib

text blocks andi dolor aute quamus

pla veni tem quibuscipsa
veribus doluptae volorro
equasint aut doluptate vol
First line indent by Tet facepra quae prov

pagewidth/27 quas evellorum exeriatet

utature pudigcndae 1S eac
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Grids & Guides

Baseline grid

page height/45

Document grid

page height/9
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A Midsamerer Night's Drode

DUR KNOWLEDGE OF SHAKESPEARE

No one in Shakespeare’s day seems to have been inter
sted in learning about the private lives of the drama
iats, The profession of play writing had scarcely begun t

be distinguished from that of play acting, and the tim
ere not wholly gone by when all actors had been class

in public estimation as vagabonds. While the London cit:

zens were constant theatregoers, and immenssly proud o
heir fine plays, they were content to learn of the writ

of plays merely from town gossip which passed from

tolip and foundno v
place in memoirs. Ther
were other lves whic

were penetrattng

Dutch  npation  tow

freedom, and coming ba

full of stories of her

The Globe Tnaatre inLondom 4..44 Athomegraatpoht

ical, religious, and scientific movements engaged th
attention of the more serious readers and thinkers, It
not strange therefore that the writers of plays, whos
most exdting incidents were tavern brawls or
ment for rash satire of the government, found no blog
rapher, After Shakespeare's death, moreover, the theatr

apidly fell into Harepute,_and many A gond story of th

Grids & Guides

layhouse fell under the ban of polite conversation, an
as lost.
Under such conditions we cannot wonder that w
ow 8o little of Shakespeare, and that we must go t
own records, cases at law, and book registers for ou
ledge. Thanks to the diligence of modern scholars
wever, we know much more of Shakespeare than o
ost of his fellow-actors and playwrights, The life o
topher Marlowe, Shakespeare’s great predecessor
almost unknown; and of John Fletcher, Shakespeare’
eat contemporary and successor, it 4s not even
hether he was married, or when he began to write plays
et his father was Bishop of London, and in high fav
th Queen Elizabeth. We onght rather to wonder at
od fortune which has preserved for us, however s
details or lacking in the authority of its traditions,
continuous record of the life of Wilklam Shakespeare fr
to death

TRATFORD
e notice of baptism on April 26, 1564, of Willlam, s
John Shakespeare appears in the church reco
Stratford-on-Avon in Warwickshtre Stratford w.
hen a market town of about fifteen hundred souls
der Stratford Market Cross the farmers of north
arwickshire and of the near-lying portions o
orcestershire Gloucestershire and Oxfordshire carri
a brisk trade with the thrifty townspeople, The dtiz

ere accustomed to boast of their beautiful church by th
er, and. of the fine Guildhall, where sometimes. pla;




A Midsummer Night’s Dream

OuURrR KNOWLEDGE OF SHAKESPEARE

No one in Shakespeare’s day seems to have been interested in
learning about the private lives of the dramatists. The profes-
sion of play writing had scarcely begun to be distinguished
from that of play acting, and the times were not wholly gone
by when all actors had been classed in public estimation as
vagabonds. While the London citizens were constant thea-
tregoers, and immensely proud of their fine plays, they were
content to learn of the writers of plays merely from town
gossip, which passed from lip to lip and found no resting place
in memoirs. There were other
lives which made far more
exciting reading. English
sea-men were penetrating
every ocean, and bringing
back wonderful tales.
English soldiers were aiding
the Dutch nation towards
freedom, and coming back
full of stories of heroic deeds.
At home great political, reli-
gious, and scientific move-
ments engaged the attention
of the more serious readers and thinkers. It is not strange,
therefore, that the writers of plays, whose most exciting inci-
dents were tavern brawls or imprisonment for rash satire of
the government, found no biographer. After Shakespeare’s
death, moreover, the theatre rapidly fell into disrepute, and
many a good story of the playhouse fell under the ban of polite
conversation, and was lost.

The Globe Theatre in London

Grids & Guides

An introduction to William Shakespeare’s Life

Under such conditions we cannot wonder that we know
so little of Shakespeare, and that we must go to town records,
cases at law, and book registers for our knowledge. Thanks to
the diligence of modern scholars, however, we know much
more of Shakespeare than of most of his fellow-actors and
playwrights. The life of Christopher Marlowe, Shakespeare’s
great predecessor, is almost unknown; and of John Fletcher,
Shakespeare’s great contemporary and successor, it is not
even known whether he was married, or when he began to
write plays. Yet his father was Bishop of London, and in high
favor with Queen Elizabeth. We ought rather to wonder at the
good fortune which has preserved for us, however scanty in
details or lacking in the authority of its traditions, a contin-
uous record of the life of William Shakespeare from birth to
death.

STRATFORD

The notice of baptism on April 26, 1564, of William, son of
John Shakespeare, appears in the church records of Stratford-
on-Avon in Warwickshire. Stratford was then a market town
of about fifteen hundred souls. Under Stratford Market Cross
the farmers of northern Warwickshire and of the near-lying
portions of Worcestershire, Gloucestershire, and Oxfordshire
carried on a brisk trade with the thrifty townspeople. The
citizens were accustomed to boast of their beautiful church
by the river, and of the fine Guildhall, where sometimes plays
were given by traveling companies. Many of their gable-
roofed houses of timber, or timber and plaster, are still to be
found on the pleasant old streets. The river Avon winds round
the town in a broad reach under the many-arched bridge to
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Praesent blandit lobortis quam, non gravida odio
vestibulum vitae. Integer in tincidunt turpis. Sed ornare justo in nisl pharetra ultrices. Cras bibendum
justo vel nisi feugiat elementum. Donec at urna a nibh faucibus rhoncus nec nec mi. Ut luctus feugiat
tortor eu accumsan. Praesent a orci nisl. Etiam tincidunt risus quam, quis convallis risus. Maecenas varius
lobortis mauris cursus luctus. Pellentesque varius rutrum auctor. Aliquam pellentesque, dui id ultricies
consequat, nulla nunc fringilla augue, et venenatis tellus neque ac eros. Curabitur vitae odio non massa
tempor condimentum posuere sit amet quam. Integer non nunc lacus, in blandit metus. Sed hendrerit
luctus auctor. Donec sed varius elit. Duis egestas dapibus adipiscing.

Curabitur sollicitudin magna vel nibh consequat facilisis. Proin laoreet fringilla arcu et ultrices. Aenean et
rhoncus lacus. In hac habitasse platea dictumst. Mauris dignissim lobortis velit nec imperdiet. Aliquam
dictum convallis ultrices. Sed eu nulla euismod lectus vulputate mattis non dapibus nibh. Quisque felis

metus, porta ac condimentum ut, commodo ac ipsum. Nam quis urna enim. Praesent semper, arcu vel
dictum luctus, mi ante pretium justo, eget luctus turpis metus dapibus arcu. In rhoncus tincidunt
hendrerit. Nullam ultricies aliquam sapien, et porta magna vehicula a. Nulla id nisl vitae lorem facilisis
condimentum in in urna. Donec nec magna sem, id aliquet neque. Phasellus lacus purus, accumsan quis
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Donec egestas elementum facilisis. Proin scelerisque luctus consectetur.

Proin posuere dapibus diam, ac ultrices eros semper ac. Etiam odio urna, mollis sed elementum ac,
accumsan pulvinar dui. Nulla sit amet orci lorem, id hendrerit nibh. Fusce aliquam ligula eu nisl
ullamcorper eget porttitor eros mattis. Suspendisse pulvinar sagittis velit. Phasellus a nisi et leo iaculis
rhoncus sit amet vitae mi. Praesent mollis vestibulum pellentesque. Maecenas tempor justo ac ipsum
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odio vestibulum vitae. Integer in tincidunt turpis. Sed ornare justo in nisl pharetra ultrices. Cras
bibendum justo vel nisi feugiat elementum. Donec at urna a nibh faucibus rhoncus nec nec mi. Ut
luctus feugiat tortor eu accumsan. Praesent a orci nisl. Etiam tincidunt risus quam, quis convallis risus.
Maecenas varius lobortis mauris cursus luctus. Pellentesque varius rutrum auctor. Aliquam
pellentesque, dui id ultricies consequat, nulla nunc fringilla augue, et venenatis tellus neque ac eros.
Curabitur vitae odio non massa tempor condimentum posuere sit amet quam. Integer non nunc
lacus, in blandit metus. Sed hendrerit luctus auctor. Donec sed varius elit. Duis egestas dapibus
adipiscing.

Curabitur sollicitudin magna vel nibh consequat facilisis. Proin laoreet fringilla arcu et ultrices.
Aenean et rhoncus lacus. In hac habitasse platea dictumst. Mauris dignissim lobortis velit nec
imperdiet. Aligquam dictum convallis ultrices. Sed eu nulla euismod lectus vulputate mattis non
dapibus nibh. Quisque felis metus, porta ac condimentum ut, commodo ac ipsum. Nam quis urna
enim. Praesent semper, arcu vel dictum luctus, mi ante pretium justo, eget luctus turpis metus dapibus
arcu. In rhoncus tincidunt hendrerit. Nullam ultricies aliquam sapien, et porta magna vehicula a. Nulla
id nisl vitae lorem facilisis condimentum in in urna. Donec nec magna sem, id aliquet neque. Phasellus
lacus purus, accumsan quis pharetra at, fringilla vel lectus. Suspendisse aliquam feugiat libero, sed
facilisis nisl pellentesque quis. Donec egestas elementum facilisis. Proin scelerisque luctus
consectetur.

Proin posuere dapibus diam, ac ultrices eros semper ac. Etiam odio urna, mollis sed elementum ac,
accumsan pulvinar dui. Nulla sit amet orci lorem, id hendrerit nibh. Fusce aliquam ligula eu nisl
ullamcorper eget porttitor eros mattis. Suspendisse pulvinar sagittis velit. Phasellus a nisi et leo
iaculis rhoncus sit amet vitae mi. Praesent mollis vestibulum pellentesque. Maecenas tempor justo ac
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[t has been urged as an argument in favor of rechartering the
present bank that the calling in its loans will produce great embar-
rassment and distress. The time allowed to close its concerns is
ample, and if it has well managed its pressure will be light, and
heavy only in case its management has been bad. If, therefore, it
shall produce distress, the fault will be its own, and it would fur-
nish a reason against renewing a power which has been so obvi-
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Lwe ancient church. Beyond it the rich pasture land rises u

o green wooded hills. Not far away is the famous Warwic
astle, and a little beyond it Kenilworth, where Que

izabeth was entertained by the Barl of Leicester with grea
stivities in 1575, Coventry and Rugby are the nearest towns

BIRTH AND PARENTAGE
e record of baptism of April 26,1564, 15 the only evidence
cssess of the date of Shakespeare’s barth. It is prcbable tha
he child was baptized when only two or three days old. Th
oet’s tomb states that Shakespeare was in his ffty-secon
year when he died, April 23, 1616. Accepting this as strictl
rue, we cannot place the poet’s birthday earlier than April 23
64. There is a tradition, with no authority, that the poetdie
on his birthday.
John Shakespeare, the poet's father, sold the product
f near-by farms to his fellow-townsmen. He is sometime
scribed as a glover, sometimes as a butcher; very likely h
as both. A single reference, half a century later than hu
. preserves forus a picture of John Shakespeare. The not
ads: “He [William Shakespeare] was a glover’s son. Sir Jo
{ennes saw once his old father in his shop, a merry-cheek
ld man, that said, “Will was a good honest fellow, but h
t have crackt a jesst with him att any time.™
John Shakespeare married Mary Arden, the daughter
1sfather’s rich landlord, probablyin 1557 Hehad for over 1
years been a middleman at Stratford, dealing in the produc

i \Ju ':-lukxxp(uc) facher Fchard C’.lx‘l:err-:l._:: wras & tcnazs fxrocT, who g
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o 10 Willlan Shakesocures 1%

Lf his father's farm and other farms in the neighborhood.

ril, 1552 we first hear of him in Stratford records, thoug
nly as being fined a shilling for not keeping his yard dean.

etween 1557 and 1564 he rose to be ale tester (inspector
read and malt), burgess (petty constable), affeeror (adjuste
f fines), and finally city chambed ain (treasurer).
Eight children were born to him, the two eldest, bot

ughters, dying in infancy. William Shakespeare was th
hird child, and eldest of those who reached maturity. Dunn
i childhood his father was probably in comfortable circum
tances, but not long before the son left Stratford for London
ohn Shakespeare was practically a bankrupt, and had lostb

ortgage farms in Snitterfield and Ashbies, near by, inher
ited in 1556 by his wife.

EpucaTiON
filliam - Shakespeare probably  went to the  Stratfor
rammar School, where he and his brothers as the sons of

town councilor were entitled to free tuition. His masters, n
ubt, taught him Lilly’s Latin Grammar and the Latin da

ics,—Virgil, Horace, Ovid, Gicero, Seneca, and the rest,—an
ery little else. If Shakespeare ever knew French or Italian
e picked it up in London life, where he picked up most of hi
mazing stock of information on all subjects. Besides Latin
e must have read and memorized a good deal of the Englis
ible.

MARRIAGE
the autumn of 1582 the eighteen-year-old Shakespear

arrior‘l 2 ’fﬁ"ﬂg woman ﬁ; f"“f?—‘if On an-mhp' M'l
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Sidenotes

John Shakes pca re's
father, Ric
"WI'LJ L'_f: specarc,
was a tenant
farmer, who was
in 1550 renting
his little farm at
Snitterfield, four
miles north of
Stratford, from
another farmer,
Robert Arden of

-
Wilmcote

A Midsummer Night's Dream

it Kenilworth, where Queen Elizabeth was entertained
by the Earl of Leicester with great festivities in 1575.
Coventry and Rugby are the nearest towns.

BIRTH AND PARENTAGE

The record of baptism of April 26, 1564, is the only evi-
dence we possess of the date of Shakespeare’s birth. It is
probable that the child was baptized when only two or
three days old. The poet’s tomb states that Shakespeare
was in his fifty-second year when he died, April 23, 1616.
Accepting this as strictly true, we cannot place the poet’s
birthday earlier than April 23, 1564. There is a tradition,
with no authority, that the poet died upon his birthday.

John Shakespeare, the poet’s father, sold the prod-
ucts of near-by farms to his fellow-townsmen. He is
sometimes described as a glover, sometimes as a butcher;
very likely he was both. A single reference, half a cen-
tury later than his day, preserves for us a picture of John
Shakespeare. The note reads: “He [William Shakespeare]
was a glover’s son. Sir John Mennes saw once his old
father in his shop, a merry-cheekt old man, that said,
‘Will was a good honest fellow, but he durst have crackt a
jesst with him att any time.”

John Shakespeare married Mary Arden, the daughter
of his father’s rich landlord, probably in 1557. He had for
over five years been a middleman at Stratford, dealing in
the produce of his father’s farm and other farms in the
neighborhood. In April, 1552, we first hear of him in
Stratford records, though only as being fined a shilling
for not keeping his yard clean. Between 1557 and 1561 he
rose to be ale tester (inspector of bread and malt), burgess
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(petty constable), affeeror (adjuster of fines), and finally
city chamberlain (treasurer).

Eight children were born to him, the two eldest, both
daughters, dying in infancy. William Shakespeare was
the third child, and eldest of those who reached matu-
rity. During his childhood his father was probably in com-
fortable circumstances, but not long before the son left
Stratford for London, John Shakespeare was practically a
bankrupt, and had lost by mortgage farms in Snitterfield
and Ashbies, near by, inherited in 1556 by his wife.

EDUCATION

William Shakespeare probably went to the Stratford
Grammar School, where he and his brothers as the sons
of a town councilor were entitled to free tuition. His mas-
ters, no doubt, taught him Lilly’s Latin Grammar and the
Latin classics,—Virgil, Horace, Ovid, Cicero, Seneca, and
the rest,—and very little else. If Shakespeare ever knew
French or Italian, he picked it up in London life, where he
picked up most of his amazing stock of information on
all subjects. Besides Latin, he must have read and memo-
rized a good deal of the English Bible.

MARRIAGE

In the autumn of 1582 the eighteen-year-old
Shakespeare married a young woman of twenty-six. On
November 28, of that year two farmers of Shottery, near
Stratford, signed what we should call a guarantee bond,
agreeing to pay to the Bishop's Court, in case the mar-
riage proposed between William Shakespeare and Anne
Hathaway should turn out to be contrary to the canon—or

Itis pre sbable that
soon after this

date Shakes peare

went to London

an { lf 1| n }'1 15
career as actor,
and afterwards as
writer of plays and

owner of theaters
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